Proximity Desighs and Social
Enterprise in Myanmar
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New solutions to ancient problems

Proximity Designs is an award-winning, social enterprise based in Yangon,
Myanmar. We design and deliver affordable, income-boosting products and
services that complement the entrepreneurial spirit of rural families.

'

http://www.proximitdesgns.org/
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PROXIMITY PARTNERS

Join our community of investors

We work with a range of partners - private foundations, bi-lateral institutions, leading
universities, development banks, corporations, family foundations, design firms and
individuals. These partnerships are a key reason for Proximity's success in Myanmar.

In all of our partnerships, we look for close alighment between our mission and the
investor's interests and goals.

Why partner with Proximity?

Results-driven: Support thousands of enterprising families in their efforts to increase
incomes and achieve a better life.

Focused: Investments are focused on some of Myanmar's most critical needs and
exciting opportunities for large scale social impact.

Sustainable: Invest in a market-based approach to tackling poverty that is sustainable
and creates incomes and hope.

Cost Effective: Contributions to Proximity have some of the best social returns, or
'bang for buck’, of any approach to addressing extreme poverty.

For more information about contributing to Proximity's work, contact Lai Win Phyu
at laiwinphyu@proximitydesigns.org
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< A
‘ The Mulago Foundation s k o I I (® OxfamNovib stromme
T . — &

FOUNDATION

B\ susae IS A

w, FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

NORWEGIAN MINISTRY =~
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

josmine % @) panet  PEERY
OCIAL INVESTMENTS ._ . | wheeler FOUNDATION

BARTOL DAVID C. WEEKLEY
FOUNDATION .A CI M IF CATERPILLAR® FAMILY FOUNDATION

SOCIAll; VENTREPRAE-N!URSH.IP l nternationa |



Investors & Supporters

PARTNERS

EEE] HARVARD Kennedy School

Ei[E)[E[e] = ASH CENTER

for Democra}ic Governance
and Innovation

CurryStone | designprize




IRRIGATION PRODUCTS

Game changers
Smart designs that are having a major impact

Our line of affordable irrigation products - four foot-powered water pumps, a
complete drip irrigation system and two portable water storage tanks - replace the
back-breaking and time-consuming work of hauling water from the well to the field
in heavy sprinkler cans.

Designed to work independently, or together, a full set can cost a farmer just $71,
but reduce time spent on farming to just a few minutes, and increase yield sizes by
33%.

Red Rhino | Baby Elephant | Baby Buffalo | The Original | Drip | Storage
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Design » Fellowships » Scale » Distribute » Partners »
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Human centered design Monsoon intemships Proud to be made in Colorful Shan State is By bus, by boat, by We're fortunate to have
in Myanmar and fellowships at Myanmar famed for its cool rickshaw, by truck, we the support of some
Proximity weather and fresh fruits. get it there great people
Come explore.
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Change lives. Change organizations. Change the world.

Faculty & Ressarch » Case Studizs » Proximity Designs

Faculty

Publications .. . Faculty Authors
Proximity Designs

Books Laura Hattendorf

- By Laura Hattendorf, Michael Kennedy, Laurent de Clara, Yin Li
Working Papers 2014| Case No. IDEO6| Length 26 pes. B
# Case Studies Marketing, Management :

Research Programs The case follows Jim and Debbie Aung-Din Taylor, an American couple

Research Labs with backgrounds in international development, as they found and build | aura Hattendorf %
Proximity Designs, a social enterprise in Myanmar. Initially, the Taylors are Lecturer

N == focused on redesigning the treadle pump for Myanmarese farmers, using

design thinking and processes to formulate a pump that is affordable to
their extremely impoverished target customers. However, the Taylors soon
realize that they also need to build a distribution network in order to sell
their products. Along the way, a natural disaster (Cyclone Nargis) and
political reforms in the country create both new challenges and new
opportunities for Proximity.

Learning Objective

The teaching objective of the Proximity Designs case is to explore two
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Sowing Seeds

From supporting farmers to probing policy, Harvard people help Myanmar remake its
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so much to share

Culture Emerging Social Entrepreneurs in Myanmar

Skills for Social Entrepreneurs

Education

Sustainable |7 Partners
Development
& dynamic group of 30 emerging social entrepreneurs from Asia and Europe participated in a

Economy waorkshop “Skills for Social Entrepreneurs™ in Yangon, Myanmar (21-23 May 2012). ASEF
Governance collaborated with the British Council to host this workshop. This was ASEF's first initiative in ®® BRITISH
Myanmar which was supported by the Government of Japan and the United Kingdom. Besides 89 COUNCIL
representatives from Myanmar, social entrepreneurs from Denmark, Indonesia, Philippines, Poland,
Singapore, Sweden, Thailand and Yietnam were part of the workshop.
Upcoming Events
) ) “There's a growing business community here (in Yangon) that has prioritised societal needs over
18th ASEF University . ) N
(ALI19) profit,” remarked Sol lglesias, ASEF's Director for Intellectual Exchange department. Sol was one of
the representatives from the organisers who paricipated in this event.
Sponsors
4th ASEM Rectors’ The three-day programme included networking, in-depth discussions, group activities and field visits
gtmf:;?;c;;ﬂ; within the city and outskirts of Yangon. Participants were divided into four groups as they visited a few
(ARC4) local social enterprises in the fields of public health, education, environment and tourism and
heritage. Shwe Minn Tha Foundation was one ofthe organisations visited by the paricipants in the .
14th Informal ASEM public health group. The Foundation was set up in 2008 and works towards sustainable
g?mhiﬂaf on Human development for people with disabilities. “The Yangon city development authority is willing to
ights

mainstream disability. Such positive changes will enable inclusive social development,” shared Mr
Myat Thu Winn, President of the Foundation and Director of Shwe Minn Tha Enterprises. 10
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Partners and Sponsors

so much to share

Home » About Ug" artn

History British Council, East Asia

What We Do

Organisation Visit official website: http:/ieastasia.britishcouncil.org/public/Content/default.ntml
®® BRITISH

o ®® COUNCIL

Useful Links

Work for Us

Contact Us Related projects

Newsletter Developing a Better Policy Context for Social Enterprises in Asia and Europe
15 Jul 2013 - 16 Jul 2013
Dverview The Asia-Europe Foundations (ASEF) Public Health Network and British Council’s Skills for Sccial Entrepreneurs

mme brought in Asia-Europe senior policy influencers in Berlin for a two.

Skills for Social Entrepreneurs
21-23 May 2012; 18-20 June 2012
What is Skills for So 5? Skills for Social Entrepreneurs is a capacity buiiding programme that provides skills
and support syste or 3 new community of social entrepreneurs. The first.

Connect2Culture: Art, Culture and Climate Change Follow-up Projects
July 2009 - August 2010 »

In 2009, the Cennect2Culture programme supported collaborative multi-disciplinary projects on art and envirenment between
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Partners and Sponsors

so much to share

Home » About U /'.'}lzann
History Government of Japan

What We Do

Partners and Sponsors

Organisation ‘ Visit official website: http://'www.mofa.go.jp/

FAQs —

Useful Links

o Related projects

Work for Us

Contact Us Workshop "Risk Communications for Public Health Emergencies: What to Learn from Real-life Events”
2-3 OctO“er 4014

Newsletter sia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) Public Health Netwo

ect to strengthen multi-sector pandemic preparedness

Health of Chinese and Filipino Migrants in Milan: Present Challenges Potential Opportunities
9 October 2013

Subscribe! The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and Fondazione ISMU, with the support of Milan Municipality, will co-host a Public

Event ‘Health of Chinese and Filipinc Migrants in Milan: Present...

Expert Consultation - Strengthening Bi-regional Capacity for Managing Public Health Emergencies
16-17 Sep 2013
The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASE}

letwark

international and regional organisations, to take stock of the g,r.-,nt.»;'z for 13

consultation round with its -stakeholders, including




