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Abstract

This article focuses on a particular political phenomenon signifying the
political movements in Thailand between 2006 and 2011. It began in 2006 with the
formation of the People’s Alliance for Democracy (PAD) and thel9thSeptember
Network against Coup d’Etat. These two rival movements were formed under
different conditions and circumstances. PAD was set up in February while the latter
was founded in September and then went through a series of restructuring before
eventually becoming the United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD).

These two rival political movements have actively launched intense political
activities which are apparently not conforming to the norms and the general
practices of political parties as well as political institutions under the representative
democratic system. They have evidently utilized and exploited new communication
technologies including websites, internet, mobile or smart ph%‘rfes, web blogs, web
boards, Facebook, Twitter, SMS and emails, speeches via phone-in as well as video
link, etc. In this article, this new communication regime is called the “cyberspace”.
It is characterized by a network structure connected via internet. Employing the

Social Movements Theory, this article seeks to explore and explain the role of the
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rapid-expanding cyberspace in relation to public sphere formation, the evolution as
well as the newness of social movements in Thailand, and its implications on the
democratization. The study found that communication and the cyberspace have
been actively used as the important resources in organizing social movements and
political practices in Thailand. Internet, on the one hand, has revolutionized
communication“ E}?‘ofoundty both in terms of its structure and equipment. It has
fundamentally changed the organizational resources of political practices, on
the other.

This new communication regime or the cyberspace has created a new
communication structure called “quartet communication”. It is the simultaneous
synergy between the decentralized broadcast structure of the alternative media
which comprises satellite TV, community radio stations and local cable TV services,
and the internet-based social networking structure, popularly known as the social
media. Meantime, information processing within the social network under the
cyberspace which reflects the virtual community also synergizes with traditional
social networking of the rural communities that continues to rely on face-to-face
communication in line with the physical communities. The simultaneous
occurrences as well as interactions of these four components of quartet communi-
cation lead to intense social communication and political practices that eventually
create the capability and also the possibility of political opportunities. Moreover,
intensifying communication within the cyberspace has significantly contributed to
the rise of social segmentation that eventually leads to political dichotomy resulting
in a series of confrontations and rivalries between the opposing fractions using
different shirt colors to symbolize their differences.

Finally, this study confirms that the political practices and democratization
in Thailand is evidently different from what is happening in Europe, where the focus
has been shifting from democratization and economic hardship to social tensions.
The “newness” of the political movements in Thailand arises from the fusion
between intense information processing via the new communication regime and the
confronting social agenda. This synergy eventually evolves into the political

practices focusing on democratization and economic plight.
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